
 
 
 
 
18 May 2018 
 
To: The faithful of the Diocese of London 
 
Dear brothers and sisters, 
 
We invite you to celebrate with us the Solemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary at the Diocesan Shrine of Our Lady of the Rosary in Merlin on Wednesday, August 
15, 2018. Bishop Fabbro will celebrate Mass at 11 o'clock, followed by lunch. Prior to the 
Mass, the Sacrament of Reconciliation will be offered. After lunch, a Rosary Procession 
will take place, followed by Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament at 2:15 p.m. Parishes 
are encouraged to organize a pilgrimage to this celebration. 
 
This Feast marks the end of Mary’s earthly story and the beginning of one that 
continues, to this day, in heaven. Although she left this world, Mary is not removed from 
us. Her life is closely entwined with ours, and all of us, like Mary, are on a journey. All of 
us are traveling to places we may not understand and to destinations we cannot see. 
This is life, but we can ask Mary to help guide us on our way. 
 
In the theme of this journey, you are also invited to join us on August 15th for a walking 
pilgrimage to the Shrine. There will be two starting points for the pilgrimage; a 10 
kilometre walk will depart from the North Buxton Museum at 8:00 a.m., and a 5 kilometre 
walk will depart from the Merlin Community Hall at 9:00 a.m.. Parishes are encouraged 
to organize a car or bus pool of pilgrims and join one of the two departure locations. 
Pilgrims arriving by car will be able to park their vehicles at these locations, and 
volunteers will be available after the day’s celebrations to drive pilgrims back to the 
parking lots. A diocesan representative will be at each of the two departure locations and 
will lead pilgrims to the Shrine. Pilgrims are welcome to bring their own lunches, or 
purchase a hamburger or hotdog from the Knights of Columbus for a small fee. It is not 
necessary to register for this celebration. 
 
The road is long. The journey isn’t easy. We pray to have the trust in God that we need 
in order to travel whichever road we must take, just as Mary did. And we pray, too, that 
one day our journeying will lead us to meet her face to face in that place prepared for 
her, that destination that became her home, and where she waits for us, with a mother’s 
love and a mother’s hope. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
  

 
 

Most Reverend Joseph Dabrowski, C.S.M.A. 
Auxiliary Bishop of the Diocese of London 
~Jesu in Te Confido~ 


